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CONSIDERATIONS, &e. 


REVEREND SIR, 


HAVE a great ſubje& before me; of which 
I believe there is no better judge in this king- 
dom than yourſelf : and I have good reaſon to 


ſuppoſe, from your fincere attachment to the 


Chriſtian Religion, that you are as much in- 
tereſted as myſelf in we uſe I am about to man 
of it. 


From the common forms of ſchool- education, 
our youth are in danger of returning back from 


the purity of Chriſtians to the impure manners of 
Heathens; a very afflicting example of which 


once fell under my own obſervation. An amiable 


youth, of the firſt faſhion, was found to have 
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kept looſe company very early in life ; from 
j which every bad conſequence was to be appre- 
| hended. So far there is no rarity in the caſe; you 
|: muſt have heard many of them : and I ſhould 
! not mention it to you, but for the obſervation 
| made upon it by his father, which ſtruck me to 
| the heart; and I determined never to forget it 
all the days of my life. He accounted for the 
evil in the following manner: that his ſon having 
been accuſtomed at ſchool to the looſe ideas, com- 
municated by Horace and other Heathen poets, 
had carried their principles into his own prac- 
tice; and was therefore only in a train with 
other young men of his age and education. Good 
Gop |! ſaid I to myſelf, is this the caſe ? and are 
we aſleep about it? Do we fit ſtill, and fee Chriſ- 
tians, under the light of the Goſpel, ſinking into 
worſe than heathen corruption? This led me to 
conſider, whether it be not poſſible to turn this 
evil into ſome good, by ſhewing young men of 
learning, that, as the falſe religion of Heathens was 
borrowed from the true religion of Revelation, 
and is a witneſs to its authority, it ought rather 
to confirm us in the truth than draw us into evil. 
I thought, if this could be ſhewn, ſomething 
might be done toward the preſervation of our 
youth, without breaking in upon the eſtabliſhed 
farms of education: that the attempt would be 
15 laudable, 
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„ 
laudable, and merit the thanks of parents whe 
| ſee this matter in a proper light: that no learned 
teachers, if Chriſtian, could be offended: and 
that, at all events, he that ſhould give notice of 
the evil might deliver his on ſoul by it. 


With theſe thoughts in my head, I fate down to 
examine the true ſtate of the caſe : and to you, 
Sir, or any other gentleman who has gone over 
the common ground of claſſical erudition, there 

will be no difficulty in ſhewing, not barely that 
the true Religion and the falſe have a reſemblance / 
in many particulars; but that the reſemblance 
is wonderful and ſtriking, in ſuch a manner as will 
make the one a proof of the other; and I am con- 
vinced others muſt have been ſtruck by it as I am. 
The Religion of the Divine Law comprehends the 
inſtitutions of Prieſthood, Sacrifice, Atonement, 
Purification, Prayers and Supplications. It gives 
us the hiſtory of Divine judgements, miraculous 
interpoſitions, ſacred commemorations, and com- 
munications between Gop and Man. Theſe are 
the doctrines which diſtinguiſh the Religion of 
the Bible: and we meet with them all in the Re- 
Iigion of the Heathens. For in the firſt place, 
Hleathens had prieſts. A prieſt is one of the firſt 
remarkable perſons we meet with in the Iliad of 
Homer: and he appears under a very reſpectable 
B 2 character. 
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character. He is not a miniſter appointed by the 


people: that abſurdity was not then thought of. 


He is under the appointment and protection of a 
Deity; he wears the inſignia of his power; and is 
ſeconded in a miraculous way by his interpoſition. 
The character is not given to him by halves. No 
Heathens were what we now call Low Churchmen: 


they carried things to ſuch a height on the con- 


trary part, that I wonder Infidels do not burn their 
books for teaching Tory principles, and bearing 
ſuch teſtimony againſt themſelves. 


Now let any man aſk himſelf the queſtion— 
How Heathens ever came to think of ſuch a thing 
as a prieſt ? a miniſter appointed by Heaven, to 
officiate between God and Man in holy things ? 
I ſay in holy things; for this is the reaſon of the 
name both in Greek and Latin. Lego is from 
Terog, ſacred ; and ſacerdes in Latin from ſacer. 
They never would, they never could, have thought 
of this, unleſs a prieſt had been firſt appointed by 
the true Gop. We go back to the times, when 
all the earth was of one religion: from which 
times, the Heathens began to carry off what we find 
amongſt them. The fact is in no other way to be 
accounted for. Did Nature ever invent a prieſt ? 
The men of Nature, the Deiſts, abhor the idea: 
they are gentlemen w..0 can do every thing for 


themſelves : 


COY 


themſelves : they even look upon a Biſhop at this 
day, not as an object of reverence, but of ſcorn 
and mockery 3 and call his miniſtry juggling and | 
conjuring. In bringing things to this paſs, Infi- 
dels have acted very unfairly: and indeed no man 
who knows them would expect any honeſty from 
them. They have taken advantage of the forms 
and fopperies of Popery; as if Chriſtianity had 
been nothing till the Papiſts had ſpoilt it. What 
would Voltaire have done, if he could not have 
played on Popiſh abuſes, to make the character of 
a prieſt ridiculous ? But if he had lived in other 
times, and had argued againſt the Heathen prieſts 
as he did againſt the Chriſtians, the Heathens 
would have put him to death: perhaps they 
would have flayed him alive: they would not 
have crowned him with roſes, and ſet up his 
image in their temples. They were mad enough 
in many things; but not ſo mad as that. Such 
acts were reſerved for the time when Chriſtians 
ſhould run mad. | 


The caſe is then plain concerning the origin of 
prieſthood. It muſt have come either from God, 
or from Nature, or from Tradition. From Na- 
ture it could not come; not a Deiſt in the na- 
tion will pretend it. If it came from tradition, 
that tradition muſt have had ſome true original; 

B 3 | and 


= oo (6) 

1 

i and this 1s but another way of ſaying that it came 
NE 


| g | . God. 


x What we ſay of prieſthood, we muſt fay of 

| ſacrifice : they are relative terms: and one is no- 
It | thing without the other : for in the one we have 
"8 the miniſter, and in the other the miniſtry. And 


4 —_ 


tl here we ſhall aſk the ſame queſtion as before. Did 
"| Nature think of ſacrifice as a duty ? Never. She 
1 pronounces it to be * 


| 
| 
| 
; 
b 
| 
! 
18 2 | 
Wi! * — — moritur cur victima pro te ? 
| Stultitia eſt. 
4 


if | Is it poſſible for reafon to conclude, that the 75 
ii Creator can be pleaſed with the deſtruction of his 5 
1 creatures? Can a guilty perſon become leſs guilty Th 
by adding one offence. to another? Here ſome 
f conſideration muſt be admitted, which does vio- 
| lence to natural reaſon : and this 1s, the doctrine 
| of man's fall into a ſinful ſtate : for without this 
the whole is an abſurdity : it is an effect without 
1 a cauſe, To ſuppoſe ſacrifice is to ſuppoſe fin : 
1 | and the heathen practice bears univerſal teſtimony 
to it: fo that our Infidels have another reaſon 
for burning their heathen books. I grant that, 
when the Heathens themſelves reaſoned about it, 
they ſaid many fooliſh things; nevertheleſs, the 
fact 
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fact is what I inſiſt upon. Some of them thought 
that animals were offered in ſacrifice on a prin- 


ciple of revenge, becauſe they did miſchief. This 


might be a reaſon for killing them, but no reaſon 
for offering them to God by a religious act. The 


queſtion ſtill recurs, how came they to imagine 


that this could be an act of devotion, acceptable 
to God? Is the Creator revengeful, becauſe we 
are ſo? Is he ſpiteful to poor creatures for being 
ſuch as he made them ? Yet in this fooliſh man- 
ner did ſome of them argue, when they had loſt 
the primary intention : they then thought this to 
be the original : : 


——————— Prima putatur 
Hoſtia ſus meruiſſe mori, quia ſemina patido 
Eruerit roſtro, ſpemque interceperit anni. 


Ov1p, lib. xv. 


But then they perceived, that not the moſt hurtful, 


but the moſt harmleſs creatures were chiefly con- 


demned to this uſe ; which, being contrary to the 
other practice, makes it ſenſeleſs and abſurd. 


Victima labe carens, et præſtantiſſima forma, 
(Nam placuifſe nocet). 


B4 | This 


_ Dd 
- 38 
— —— — — —— tare by 


— 


—— — 


: 
| 
: 
: 
; 
: 
1 
1 


— — — u — 


ne ane 


Ln "ws. 


3 
IU Hanes od end EY Be Fo A HET 
. Hes 4% 288. es 


1%; 


a 


— Co uo SERGE LE CEL RN 
1 A — 


—— 22 ENG 22 


= 
"Lv 


2 
% 3 223 AS 2 WELLS —— er —— —U—— E r LE RIES ERS 
—— — — Vn — — 22 4 


ae » 4 ates ada UG Es ERR 
Sei? hots 


1 
* * 
0 2 
E. 
— 
=» 
78 


; 


(8) 


This reaſon is in point againſt the other: for hers 
the victim is to be the moſt N of an harm- 
leſs kind: TY 


Quid meruere boves ? animal ſine fraude doliſque ;— 


Quid meruiſtis oves, placidum pecus, &c. 


When people talk and give reaſons in ig- 
norance, they are ſure to betray themſelves by 
talking inconſiſtently. The latter diſtinction, of 
which we ſpeak, is agreeable to the Divine Law, and 
leads to the doctrine of atonement : a victim wit h- 
out ſpot or blemiſb was required, with great propriety. 


When Heathens offered unclean animals, ſuch as 
dogs and ſwine, Iam not clear whether they meant 


it as an affront to the Moſaic diſtinction, or whe- 
ther they judged impure victims more accep- 
table to their impure deities. How deplorable 
does human reaſon appear, when it. departs 


from the true God! departs from the true God 


into darkneſs, and then falls to giving its rea- 
ſons! Here the wiſe man makes a worſe figure 


than the idiot. The Chriftian, who looks with 
his eyes open into the regions of Heatheniſm, will 
often ſhake his head with pity, as a ſober man 


when he looks into Bedlam. The more the Hea- 
thens 
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(9 } 
thens were in the dark about this affair, ſo much the 


better for my · plan: for, if they practiſed what they 


did not underſtand, it is evident, that the practice 


was not the reſult of any reaſoning of their own, but 


that it was received from authority. The more we 
reflect on this, the more we ſhall be perſuaded of 
it: for nothing but authority will make a wiſe 
man practiſe what he does not underſtand : and, 
if it came from authority, that brings us at once 
to the point I am aiming at. 


FSacrifices, according to the Scripture, were 
uſed in different capacities; as expiations, puri- 


fications, and preparatives to divine inſpiration *: 


To expiatè is to do away fin by an act of piety; 
the great act of piety, the offering of a facrifice ; 
from whence piety takes its name : and it was ne- 


ver thought, from the days of Cain and Abel, 


that there could be ſuch a thing as piety to God 
without ſacrifice, And the ſame holds good to this 
day. He that does not offer to God ſome ſacri- 
fice, is not pious, but impious: his prayers are an 
abomination. But how could ſuch a perſuafion 
enter the heart of man, otherwiſe than by Reve- 
lation from God ? No man could think that the 
ſhedding of innocent blood would take away fin, 


* They were uſed, as we ſhall ſee, under the ſame capa» 
cities among the Heathens. 
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unleſs he had been originally told ſo on unexcep- 
tionable authority *: ſo that the very exiſtence of 
ſuch a thing in the world is ſufficient to prove 


that it came from Revelation : and divines think 


with good reaſon that it came in with the firſt 
promiſe in paradiſe—** the ſeed of the woman 
<< ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's head.“ 


Sacrifices had alſo the name of purifications 
with the Heathens: they were called zefzue]z, 
becauſe they took away the foulneſs of guilt, and 
purged the conſcience from the ſenſe of fin, But, 
beſides this, they were certainly uſed as prepa- 
ratives to divine inſpiration. Balaam offered ſe- 
ven bullocks and ſeven rams before he began his 
propheſy. And it is remarkable, that the prieſt- 


eſs in Virgil, before ſhe propheſies, preſcribes the 


ſame animals, and in the ſame number. 


Nune grege de intacto ſeptem mactare juvencos 
Preftiterit, totidem lectas de more bidentes. 


Lib. vi. 3 8. 


1 


The coincidence is here very remarkable, and 


muſt have been derived from the higheſt. an- 
tiquity. 


* They never would have injured themſelves ſo much in 


their property as to offer ſacrifice, more eſpecially when 


they offered hecatombs at once. 


But 
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crifice. A prieſt was not only called "Tezevg, from 


his being concerned in holy offerings: he was 
alſo called Ap, an interceſſor, 7&0, T0 & ode hi, 


2 egi eb her, from his offering prayers in behalf 
of the people: and it was accounted a great of- 
fence for the people to diſhonour their interceſſor; 
and Homer tells us how the Greeks ſuffered 
for it. : 

Ablutions or baptiſms were preſcribed, in the 
Divine Law, as 'neceſſary to waſh away the im- 
purity contracted by offending againft it: parti- 
cularly in the caſe of thoſe who touched the body 
of the flain : and even to this day waſhing with 
water is the outward fign of the waſhing away of 
ſin * : and it was neceſſary that the water uſed for 
ſacred purpoſes ſhould be living water; that is; 
not ſtagnant, but running water. Theſe ablutions 
were common among the Heathens, and the water 


was of the ſame ſort applied on various occaſions. 
In the caſe of Æneas, we have nearly the whole 


doctrine. Having been defiled among the flain, 
he declares himſelf unfit to meddle mth holy 


* Pilate, an Heathen, waſhed his hands, to f that 
his conſcience was clear of guilt, | 


things, 


But the falſe prieſts reſembled the true in and 
ther part of their office, beſide that of offering ſa- 
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things, till he had waſhed his * with vin 


water, 


"ka i Donec me flumine vivo 

 Abluero *. —_ | 

The articles of wine, flour, cakes, oil, honey, 
incenſe, ſalt, were all uſed by Heathens as in 
the law of Moſes; inſomuch, that I heard it once 


_ . obſerved by a learned man, to whom I looked up 


for much information when I was young, that 
even Homer alone, in the circumſtantials of ſa- 
crifice, would nearly furniſh us with the parti- 
culars of the Levitical ritual. 


But it is time now to confider, that the rites of 
worſhip require a place wherein they are to be per- 
formed. In the Scripture this place was called 
the tabernacle or temple, into which it was 
commanded that offerings of every kind ſhould be 
brought. The Heathens alſo had their temples, 
and they were almoſt as numerous as their deities, 
In theſe their ſacrifices were offered; and I ſup- 
poſe Legio, a victim, to have been ſo called from 
*T:zev, a temple : becauſe it was the chief offering 


*The ſame occurs in Homer, | 
ego d arinluory Ali Aubry arote diver 
"Atouss Sd x ig KeAcveDts Kegoviwvs 
Al ad doe A οπν ne tui. L. 267. 


made 


made in that place. They affected a diviſion in 
their temples ſimilar to that of the Jewiſh tem- 
ple ; as that had a ſecret place called the Holy 
of Holies, ſo had they their adyta, with tri- 
pods and cortynze, and other furniture, where 
the oracles were delivered. As to the oracles 
themſelves, I care not what they were: they 
might be falſe in their matter, or falſe in their 
author ; all I fay is this, that there never would 
have been a falſe oracle, unleſs there had been a 
true one. And the ſame may be ſaid of dreams; 
which was another mode of divine revelation ; and 
another name for a prophet was a dreamer of 
dreams. The ſame character we find in Homer *, 
on occaſion of the Greeks defiring to know the 
reaſon why they were viſited with a plague. 
AM' oye 04 The Hl ip d highs 
| N oytapoTcAov (x; yag 7 Wag in AIG 5531). 


1 might collect many other circumſtantials 
relating to offerings, purifications, and ablu- 
tions; but what 1 have mentioned ſeem to me 
of principal conſideration. But there is one cuſ- 
tom of very high antiquity, which ought not to be 
forgotten. We read that the Father of the Faith- 

ful offered to Melchizedech, as the prieſt of God, 


* And under both the names of t es and breigorôhog. 


the 


5 1 | 
the tenths of the ſpoils he had taken in war. This 
we find to have been the practice with Heathens ; 
who alſo paid tenths to their kings, for religious 
uſes. Florus tells us, that the Romans ſent the 


108 ol "OC Ci SE. 6 A io ie: ot AO 2 u 


1 tenths of the ſpoils they had taken, after a ten 
| 1 year's ſiege, to Apollo Pythius. Lab. 1. cap. 1 2. 
Nl | As we read of many fignal judgements in the 
| | Scriptures ; ſo there was an univerſal opinion, that 
1 the Gods viſited the ſins of men, and had been 
i [/ known to have done it perſonally. But, inftead of 
or | ſearching for particulars, I ſhall ſpeak of one in- 
N ſtance, which might ſtand for all the reſt; and 
11 this is the deſtruct ion of the world by a flood. 
iſ: | The teſtimony of Ovid is fo well known, that it 
4 ; need not be repeated ; but the fact is atteſted by 


4 
kf the Greeks as well as the Latins. They relate, 
1 that the preſent race of wicked men arę not the 
firſt that were upon earth; for that there were a 
former race, who all periſhed ; and that the pre- 
ſent race came from Deucalion, a man who ſur- 
vived the flood, by entering into an ark with his 
family, and all kinds of living creatures, none of 
which hurt him: that this fact was annually 


* Joſephus gives many examples from Heathens in his 
Antiquities, - 


commemorated 


( 15 ) 


commemorated at the temple of Juno, in Syria, Aa 
temple ſaid to have been originally built in com- 
memoration of the flood. All this may be found 
in Lucian's Treatiſe de Dea Syria, quoted by 
Grotius, lib. i. 16. Mr. Bryant has taken great 
pains to ſhow, in his Analyſis of Ancient My- 
thology, what foundation. the Arkite ceremonies 
of the Heathens had in Divine Revelation. For 
this he has met with his due praiſe : but it is much 
to be regretted, that when he had ſo fair an op- 
portunity, he did not alſo ſhew, that other cere- 
monies of their religious worſhip had the ſame 
foundation, and bore their teſtimony to the ſame 
authority. I believe it may be faid with truth 
that there never was a fingle rite in general uſe 
among Heathens which was not founded in Re- 
velation *, Mr. Bryant would then have done 
what the learned Dr. Spencer ought to have done 
when he did exactly the contrary, He prepoſ- 
terouſly deduced the rites of the Hebrews from 
the rites of the Heathens; and ſo produced a 
work of learned appearance, and compoſed in 
elegant Latin, but diſgraceful to Chriſtian Di- 
vinity, diſhonourable to the Church of England, 
and affording a very bad example to vain ſcholars 
who ſhould ſucceed him. The Hebrew rites, he 


* And fo far as their rites differed, they were corruption 
as when they offered unclean animals in ſacrifice. 


contends, 
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contends, were derived from the Heathen rites. 


But this poſition laid him under an obligation 


which he did not foreſee : for the Heathen reli- 
gion, like that of the Hebrews, abounded alſo 
with miracles. Did the Hebrews derive their mi- 
racles alfo from the miracles of the Heathens ? 
This one queſtion, to my apprehenſion, makes 
nonſenfe of his whole ſcheme, The true Reli- 


gion had its miractes. Its miracles were the cre- 


dentials of its doctrines. Thoſe who profeſſed 
that religion believed and knew them to be true, 
becauſe their eyes had ſeen them. This their 
Heathen enemies knew ; and, reſolving not to be 
behind them, overacted the part, and multiplied 
miracles to ſuch a degree, that they became ful- 
fome and ridiculous : and here we ſhall find the 
true reafon why they fo univerſally hated the na- 
tion of the Jews. When a man is a plagiary, he 
erther hides the original out of which he borrows, 
or reprefents it as worthleſs and contemptible. 
When boys are taught to read Heathen hiſtorians, 
they find ſo much of this miracle-making, that 
they wonder not at it. But it is a wonderful thing; 


and they ſhould ſtop to think about it: for how 


came Heathens to dream of ſuch things as mira- 
cles? No man could dream of a thunder-ftorm, 
unlefs he had heard one. The reaſon of an In- 
fide}, in theſe days, tells him there can be no fuch 
thing as a miracle. But the man who ſays this, 

mult 


1 

muſt give us a reaſon why they were ſo univer- 
ſally received among the Heathens. Dr. Middle- 
ton would reaſon upwards, from the legendary 
miracles of the Papiſts, to the Apoſtolical miracles 
of Chriſtianity, and conclude them all legendary: 
but we will reaſon down to them, and make the 
falſe prove the true; for the falſe would never 


have exiſted, but for the true, which made wy 
for them. 


Is any man fo weak as to think, that baſe money 
came into uſe before true money ? That the ſha- 
dow was made firſt, and the ſubſtance afterwards ? 
Ridiculous ! Heathens knew that there had been 
true miracles wrought by the true Gop for his 
people ; therefore they never queſtioned the rea- 
lity of miracles—they knew too well—and feeling 
it a defect and diſgrace to them, that they had no 
miracles of their own to ſupport them, they fabri- 
cated them in ſuch abundance, that the Heathen 
Celſus impudently argued, that the miracles of the 
Scripture were borrowed from the miracles of their 
mythology. But what can our poor modern In- 
fidel ſay? the weight of the evidence, profane and 
| facred, for the exiſtence of miracles, is ſo great on 
both ſides, that between them he is cruſhed to 
death : his ſcheme cannot laſt a moment. If the 
philoſopher Hume's arguments againſt miracles 
had then been produced, they would have made a 

Q wretched 


{ 28, } 


wretched figure; though Chriſtians may be ſo be- 
witched as to liſten to them, the Heathens them- 
ſelves would have caſt them out. This is a ſtrange 
caſe, and it ſhews us that no man can rightly judge 
of the enemies of God, till he compares them with 
| one another; and then he will ſee how ſenſeleſs 
i they are. Truth being one, the friends of God 
4 
| 


are alike in all ages: but error being various, and 
never able to fix its foot any where, produces no- 
thing but inconſiſtent characters. When all the 
kings weſt of Jordan, and all the Canaanites, heard 
that the Lord had dried up the waters of Jordan from 
before the children of 1jrael, until we were paſſed 
over, then their heart melted; neither was there ſpi- 
Tit in them any more. Thus it was then; now, in- 
deed, the time is remote, the thing is pronounced 
impoſſible, and tlie fact itſelf is denied: but Mr. 
Leſlie's argument ſets all that to rights. The 
Heathens of Canaan knew that there was a power 
which wrought true miracles for the people of God; 
and the correſponding ſociety of Heathens would 
communicate it to one another, and never forget 
it afterwards : the report went down to their poſ- 
terities; and nothing remained, but to make 33 
many miracles as they could of their own, in order 
to maintain the credit of their falſe deities &; and 
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* Cadmus very likely brought a great deal of this know- 
ledge into Greece. , I 


their 
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their univerſal practice is a demonſtration of mi- 
racles that were true. Every boy that reads Livy, 
or Florus, or Homer, or Virgil, will ſee how 
univerſally miracles were admitted among the 
Heathens. What they were I care not: I am 
contented with knowing, that there never was a 
ſhadow without a ſubſtance ; and that there is not 
an Infidel upon earth who can ſpeak ſenſe upon 
this ſubject. How far Satan might ſometimes in- 
terfere, to make Heathen prodigies real, I do not 
inquire now: becauſe the Infidel will not chuſe 
to come off that way. The ſuppoſition would be 
fatal : for then the Devil, who deluded Heathens, 
may delude him. There was a time when he de- 
ceived the world, by ſhewing himſelf openly : for 
God then ſhewed himſelf openly ; but the ſame 
end is anſwered now by hiding himſelf : though 
his works betray him to Chriſtians, and ever will, 
as effectually as if they faw him acting in per- 
ſon. f | 


If the Bible deſcribes or predicts the appear- 
ance of divine perſons upon earth, ſay not the 
Heathens the ſame ? We are ſtunned with the 
exploits of the fons of their Gods and Goddeſſes. 
Achilles, the” hero of Homer, 1s like the Hzro 
firſt predicted in the book of Geneſis, vulnerable 
only in the heel. If we read that heavenly beings 
are viſible to ſome and not to others, we find the 

| C 2 | like 


* 
hand 
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like in Homer, as when Minerva comes to Achilles 
from Heaven: 


7 — 
"x WT 7 be 
— — — HR nbd — — - Sous —ͤ— — 
— 


jd Olw Paiopim, To 0 Maw 2; pare. 

meek , e 

mas! 

1 She appears to him alone, while nobody elſe 

114 could ſee her. See Daniel, x. * 
WAH! If we read of beaſts ſpeaking with human voice, 


we find the fame 1 in Virgil *. 


| lj trr——nmmnmmmn—— . pecudeſque locutæ. 
„ | | 


In ſhort, there 1s ſcarcely a ſigh or a wonder re- 
corded in the Bible, but we find ſomething of the 
ſame ſort in the hiſtory which the Heathens give of 
themſelves, and their gods; even to the reſtoring 
the dead to life; it being told of Jupiter, that he 
reſtored Pelops, who had been ſlaughtered by 
his father. It ſeems more remarkable that 
they ſhould borrow the wonders of the Sacred 
Hiftory, than that they ſhould uſe the ſame ce- 
remonies in their religion : for, when they un- 
dertook to ſet up a religion againſt God, they 
round themſelves baffled and diſcomfited in their 
firſt attempt ; they had nothing to begin with, 
and ſo were under the neceſſity of taking ſuch 
rites as they found, and changing the application 
of them to falſe objects, to make it anſwer their 
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6 Some of theſe things I noted long ago, in Letters from 
a Tutor to his Pupils, 
wicked 
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wicked purpoſe, Thus! it came to paſs, chat although . 
they abhorred the Jews for denying their Gods; 
they all uſed the ſame rites of divine worſhip 3 
which is a prodigious fact; but we are ſo early 
accuſtomed to it, that it does not ſtrike us. 


But I think we may go a ftep farther : for, 
though it may ſeem ſtrange to ſay it, yet learned 
men have thought, with good reaſon, that even 
the falſe objects which the Heathens worſhipped 
were taken from Revelation ; for God, being an 
inviſible ſpirit, could never be known to men 
from the beginning of the world, but through 
the emblematic viſible powers of nature; parti» 
cularly by the power of fire, which attended his 
preſence in- Egypt, at the burning buſh, then'in 
the Red Sea, and afterwards at Mount Horeb, 
when the law was delivered. All this while, the 
ſpirit of God, thus repreſented, was inviſible ; 
conſequently an object of faith. This they loft, 
having their reaſons for not retaining it in their 
minds, and took the viſible fire of Nature for the 
true object, when it was nothing but the figure. 
Mr. Bryant, in his Hi/tory of Mythology, ſhews 
| abundantly, that fire was the firſt and great ob- 
ject of antient idolatry all over.the world : and the 
fire of the natural world being the Sun, they 
made him the ſtanding object of adoration: 

And 
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And Macrobius, a very learned Heathen a has a 


long chapter, in which he attempts (but over- 


ſtrains the point) to reduce all the Gods of Hea- 


theniſm to the Sun, which the Scripture itſelf 
uſes as an emblem of HIM, in whom there 1s no 
darkneſs. So that, upon the whole, if we exa- 
mine Heatheniſm, and turn it about on every 
fide, it anſwers the purpoſe of my argument, and 
gives never-failing teſtimony to an original 
Revelation. There was abſolutely nothing ori- 
ginal in Heathens, but only that rebellious 
wickedneſs, which turned every thing to a 


wrong uſe. They invented little ; but abuſed 


every thing. 


Theſe ſacrifices, which were originally offered 
to God, they offered to impure, revengeful, cruel, 
beings, whom the Apoſtle calls devils ; who were 
never content, in any part of the world, without: 
human ſacrifices. Wherever was Heatheniſm, 
there was human ſacrifice, which muſt have been 
derived from a knowledge, that man was to atone 
for man ; not only the antient Molochians, but 
the more poliſhed Greeks and Romans. Homer, 
at the death of Patroclus, and Virgil, at the fu- 


neral of Pallas. The act of Q. Curtius moſt 
probably proceeded from the ſame idea, that one 


man muſt periſh for the redemption of others. 
Their 


TEE 


Their objects, the elements, which were innocent 
as they ſtand in Scripture, were abominable and de- 
teſtable, when taken for realities ; and Mr. Bryant 
hath ſhewn how the plagues of Egypt weregenerally 
aimed at the falſe objects of Heathen worſhip: but 


the author of the Book of Wiſdom had told us the 


ſame long before: for look for what things they 
„ grudged, when they were puniſhed, that is, for 


them whom they thought to be gods; now being 


< puniſhed in them, when they ſaw it, they ac- 
© knowledged him to be the true God, whom they 
© before denied to know, and therefore came ex- 


** treme damnation upon them.” Wiſd. xu. 27. 


From all that has been ſaid, I have two. in- 
ferences to make. 


I. That, if Heathen books give, this teſtimony 
to Divine Revelation, we ſhould ule. them for 


the beſt end they are capable of anſwering, the 


confirmation of our own faith. T hey will never 
draw us away from God, if we underſtand what 
Heatheniſm is, and whence it came; nor Thould 
we ever omit to take advantage of it, in our argu- 
ments againſt Infidels. Thus it will anſwer a pur- 
poſe contrary to its intention and nature; it will 
confirm what it was intended to confound: as 
when “' out of the e eater came forth meat: and it 


. 
will 


. ” c 
vt 


| 
-Y 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


l 


K 5 
145 
* 
LI 
v$E 
* 
155 
T4 
1374 
1 , 
4 74 
, 
* * 
1 5 
111 N 
0 
1 
YL 
8 24! 
$81 Ly 
547 
SED 
$354 
* ow | 
= , 
N 
% * N 
. 
% La 
1 
a 
* © 
. 4 
8 . 
„ 
n 
„. 
3 5 
1SY 
AY 5 N 
17522 
I 
ZE 
1 7 
ut 
* 
. % 


n r 4 
E 
wo 
; 3 7 
-Y 
N75 
KA 
F 

IF * 
. : 

+ 
1 4 
KY 
v 
* a 
4 8 
. 
1 
* 

} 4 
„ 
. 
* 
bo. 
Ws - 
3 
Bo. 


. 


— 


a % " 
: 


N v > — — — 
21 „ — 4 "I ug — - A * 2 C — * a — fw 
2 — = — * — — * — ** * 0 
= — SPS. — - N 2 — — . — * 


a rr Ae WP Wane. C2 Er _—G WT 5 
0 —_— 0 2 ü . —  — — 
—— W . — 4 2 
þ r * * 1 — 1 2 


(4) 

will be happy for us, if our teachers of youth will 
give them ſuch hints occaſionally, as will. acquaint 
them with this uſe of it. We ſhall not then be 
long under the dominion of profligate ſcholars, 
who uſe their heathen learning for no end, but as 
an inſtrument of evil, to corrupt and deſtroy the 
Chriſtian world ; increaſing all that miſery days 
which abounds too much RM 


II. I would alſo recommend, that the deplorable 
conſequences of a departure from the true Gop 
ſhould be pointed out to all ſchool-boys, as the 
Apoſtle has diſplayed them in the firſt chapter to 
the Romans: which was extended as a warning 
againſt the corruptions of Heatheniſm, and ſhould 
never be forgotten to the end of the world. It is 
full as neceſſary now, as when the Apoſtle wrote 
it. For theſe times have now brought us about 
to a parallel apoſtaſy in the French nation ; worſe 


in its guilt than the original departure to Hea- 


theniſm ; and, I believe, worſe in its fruits. All 
that the apoſtle has ſaid of the antient Heathens 
and their abominable morals may now be apphed 
to the French, in whom it is fully verified, ſo that 
they are become the very peſts of the earth, and 
their metropolis, in the literal ſenſe of the words, 
a ſecond Sopou. Heatheniſm will be no ſource of 
corruption to Chriſtians, who, with their eyes 

open, 


NT 
* 
* * i 


3 e 
open, remember the dreadful effects of it of old, 7 
and ſee the conſequences of it now: from which "=, 
may God defend all thoſe young men, who are 
now on the road to a learned education ! and in 


this prayer, Jam confident you, Reverend Sir, 
will moſt heartily | Join with | EDS 


Your faithful and 
obedient humble Servant, 
-  ___,_ WILLIAM JONES, 
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Printed by John Nichols, Red Lion-paſſage, Fleet-fireer, London. 
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